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MAIM STREET

Economic Development Director

By: Stepheny McMahon
"Sullivan Vision" Continues to Evolve

The "Sullivan Vision" downtown development plan is continuing to evolve and change.
We received input from the city council and are currently having revised renderings of
the outdoor plaza drawn. It seems that many people have contacted city commission-
ers with concerns about closing two blocks of Washington Street to create a city plaza
and make room for Jackson Cadillac to further expand. Other options are being inves-
tigated for this portion of the plan.

We are currently meeting with social organizations and clubs to show them the plan and
ask for feedback. | have contacted all clubs and have scheduled several dates. If |
missed your group or you would like to hear a presentation of the plan, please call. We
certainly want input from all of the community and are taking into consideration all com-
ments and concerns. Keep in mind that the drawings are a work in process and will con-
tinue to change.

Now is when we need your help. If you like or don't like the downtown plan or if you have
ideas of your own or questions, please call me, one of the Economic Development Board
or your City Commissioners. We need to hear from you. You won't hurt my feelings if
you don't like something, | am working for you, remember? Now is the time to send let-
ters of support or concern to let us know how you feel so we can continue to develop the
plan. If we don't hear from anyone, we can only assume the community doesn't care
about what we're doing. Below is contact information for your convenience. Don't hes-
itate to jot down a note or call'! WE NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU!

(Continued on page 2)
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Member Of The Month

Dove, Inc.

By Mary R. Hughes

Dove, Inc. is a non-profit organization
that provides comprehensive assis-
tance and support to individuals and
families that are affected by domestic
violence. The office in Moultrie
County offers legal advocacy to help
victims understand and utilize their
legal rights, one-on-one counseling,
referrals, information and a 24-hour
hotline. Shelter for women and chil-
dren is available in Decatur, where
Dove's main office is located.

Sullivan office: 728-9303
Office hours: Monday-Friday 9:00
a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

24-Hour Hotline: 728-9334<

Economic Development

Director
(continued from page 1)

You can contact me or any of the board
members (Joe Keller, George Levi, Jerry
Liston, Susan Rauch, Mayor Ann Short,
Larry Stenger, or Kathy Woodworth) at

Sullivan Chamber & Economic
Development
112 W. Harrison
Sullivan, IL 61951

You may call or email me at 217-728-
2684 or sullivanecondev@hotmail.com.

City Commissioners (Mayor Ann Short,
Mike Mossman, Jeff Lane, Bill Harris
and Chuck Woodworth) can be contact-
ed at:
City of Sullivan
7 North Main
Sullivan, IL 61951

Now is the time to let your voice be
heard and make a difference in your
community.<

The Chamber Board meets the
SECOND MONDAY of the month at 4
PM. at the Chamber and Economic
Development Building
located at 112 West Harrison Street.
Everyone is invited to attend and
participate

Annual Stakeholders
Dinner

Jack Schultz is the scheduled speak-
er at our Annual Stakeholders Dinner
Meeting on Tuesday, February 1,
2005.

He is the author of Boomtown USA:
The 7 % Keys to Big Success in Small
Towns that addresses some of the
issues that Sullivan is facing today.
Mark your calendar so that this oppor-
tunity to hear him speak doesn’t pass
you by.<

Disney Keys to Excellence
Sponsored by Champaign County
Chamber of Commerce

Disney Institute will be bringing its
renowned brand of professional
development to Champaign County
on March 2, 2005. Attendees will learn
proven Disney success strategies to
apply to their organization. The train-
ing is sponsored by the Champaign
County Chamber of Commerce and
will take place at Hawthorn Suites at
101 Trade Centre Drive in
Champaign. Individuals wishing to
attend will sign up for 1-4 of the ses-
sions that take place throughout the
day ($99 per session). The sessions
are (1) Leadership, Disney Style 8:00
a.m. (2) Management, Disney Style
10:00 a.m. (3) Service, Disney Style
1:00 p.m. (4) Loyalty, Disney Style
3:00 p.m... To download a brochure
and registration form, go to cccham-
ber.org or contact Tiffany Cook at
(217) 359-1791. This is a great oppor-
tunity to learn best business practices
from one of the world’s top compa-
nies. <
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Sullivan Chamber
Committee Members

Mike Miller - Chairman -
MCB Manufacturing
Julie Standerfer - Vice Chairman -
Jim Standerfer Engineering and
Construction
Jerry Liston - Sullivan Prairie
Miniature Golf
Don Lewis - Sullivan Printers
Michael Todd - Hydro-Gear
Kathy Woodworth - Sail
Ellen Bernius - The Flower Pot
Kim Voegel - The Masonic Home
Wayne Yoder - The Old School



r”as Tidbits : ‘ Learning Curve
Attention!

The SCED is in the midst of migrat-
The 2005 Membership Dues Renewal invoices are in the mail. Your ing to QuickBooks for our financial
dues are payable February 1, 2005. Our membership dues help pro-| ~ record keeping. Using QuickBooks
vide the funding for many of the events and activities that help promote| ~ !! allow us to be more efficient.

you our members, and the Sullivan area community. Learning QuickBooks will take us
some time and we will probably do

somethings not as effective as we

Please renew your membership today! will eventually will. Case in point,
the 2005 invoices for renewing
If you know a person or a business that is not a member please encour- membership dues. We will need to

age them to join today. The fee's are printed on the back of this better define our descriptions of
newsletter. Don't forget the programs offered by the Chamber, such as our charges. Please be patient -
Chamber Gift Certificates, Member Meals, Santa's Workshop and of we will get there.

course this newsletter. We hope you will renew your membership for|] ~ A!So. many thanks to Keller
2005 Trucking for donating this version

of QuickBooks for our use.<

January Chamber Member Event
Wednesday January 26, 2005 Business Resource Library
Breakfast 7:00 am - 8:00 am
Old School Market
Cost $7.00
Full breakfast will be available and members will have 3 meal choices.
Program - Introduce new Chamber Committee Members & Chairman -
- Update Sullivan Vision Plan Showing Modifications -

The Chamber would like to start a
resource library for businesses. If
you have books, videos or informa-
tion that you would like to donate,
we would be glad to store them for
you and make them available for

anyone who needs them. As soon
> RSVP - 728-4223 < as we have a small assembly of
materials, we will publish a list of

items in the newsletter to let every-
one know what is available. <

ADA Question? Great Lakes ADA Center has the answer

Submitted by Mike Miller

One thing you can count on, besides the sun coming up every day, is the constant flow of legal opinions clarifying the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA). When ADA questions arise and you don't have the answers at hand, be aware of the Great
Lakes ADA Center, which disseminates information and provides technical assistance and training free of charge.

The Great Lakes ADA & Accessible IT Center also known as The Great Lakes Disability and Business Technical Assistance
Center (DBTAC) provides information, materials, technical assistance and training on the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
(ADA) and accessible information technology (IT). The ADA addresses all aspects of employment and the obligations of state
and local governments and business to ensure that their programs and services are readily accessible to and useable by people
with disabilities. The Great Lakes ADA Center E & IT Initiative encourages incorporation of accessible information technology in
K -12 and post secondary school settings. Accessible electronic and information technology incorporates the principles of univer-
sal design so that people with a wide range of abilities and disabilities can access information disseminated electronically.

The Great Lakes ADA Center's service area is designated as Region 5 and is one of 10 regional centers funded by the National
Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR), a division of the U.S. Department of Education. The Great Lakes
ADA Center is a program of the Department of Disability and Human Development at the University of lllinois at Chicago. The
six states, which comprise Region 5 are: lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin. With the support of the
Great Lakes ADA Center statewide steering committees participate in, enhance, and utilize local resources, trainings, technical
assistance, and conferences, to support voluntary compliance with the ADA.

Great Lakes ADA Center website can be accessed at www.adagreatlakes.org or telephone 800/949-4232 Monday-Friday, 8:00
A.M.-5:00 P.M.<
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Spores n' More 2005

Hold the date! Spores n' More 2005
will be held on April 30 - May 1, 2005.
The committee has been meeting
since September and will start working
in earnest to plan an exciting event for
the whole town. We are hoping to
have the inflatable games with a one
price wristband for the whole week-
end, vendors, games, entertainment,
characters in costume, food and fun
are all in the works.

If you or anyone you know is interest-
ed in participating, please let us know.
We will be soliciting vendors, games
and entertainment. This is a great
opportunity for non-profit organizations
to make some money. We would also
like our local businesses to get
involved and patrticipate. If you would
like to have a booth showcasing your
business or selling your product let us
know. Or, if you don't want to work a
booth but could help out in other ways
such as with security, garbage, set up
or tear down, we would really appreci-
ate the help.

Also, | would be remiss if | didn't ask if
anyone out there would like to help on
the planning committee. We have a
great group of people who are hard
working and enthusiastic. If you want
to be part of the planning process,
then give me a call.

The Regional festival committee has
also been working away. The BIG
mushroom hunt will depart from
Sullivan this year for a secret location
in Moultrie County. The Morel mush-
room auction and award ceremony will
also take place in Sullivan on the main
stage. With all of this rain we're hav-
ing, once the sun comes out in April,
we should have an abundance of
shrooms!

Once again, | ask for your input. What
did you like about last years festival?
What didn't you like? Did you like the
festival on the square? Did it help or
hurt your business? What would you
like us to do differently? We are all
ears and want to provide a weekend of
fun, so don't hesitate to call or email
with your input. <

Annual Stakeholders Dinner
February 1, 2005

Invitations for the Annual Sullivan Chamber & Economic Development
Stakeholders dinner will be mailed on January 7th. We are very excit-
ed about this event and hope everyone is planning to attend. Your invi-
tation includes an RSVP card that we're asking you to return by January
17, 2005 with payment and meal selection. After January 21st if we still
have seating available we will open the dinner to the public for an addi-
tional $10 fee per person.

Jack Schultz, our scheduled speaker is a dynamic individual who we
hope will inspire us all to continue to work hard and make improve-
ments in Sullivan. When | read Jack's book, "Boomtown USA", it truly
fascinated me because of the success stories of small towns just like
ours. It is my hope that in Jack's next edition of Boomtown USA,
Sullivan will be included.

In case you didn't receive your invitation or lost it, | have included a
copy of the invitation below. Please feel free to return the bottom por-
tion of this article for your RSVP.

You and a guest are invited to the
Sullivan Chamber & Economic Development
Annual Stakeholders Dinner
Tuesday, February 1, 2005
7:00 pm
Sullivan Country Club

Staff is invited at your discretion

6:00 p.m. - Social Hour (cash bar)
6:30 - Dinner

7:00 p.m. - Business Meeting

7:15 p.m. - Directors Report
7:30 p.m. - Awards Presentation

"Citizen of the Year"
“Business of the Year"
7:45 p.m. - Guest speaker, Jack Schultz, author of Boomtown USA
(sponsored by Rural King)

Please RSVP no later than Monday, January 17, 2005
Indicate the number attending and their dinner choice.
8 0z Prime Rib $18/person
Roast Pork with Dressing $15/person

(Please include payment with RSVP)
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